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O bituary:

Rosana Guarin-Miranda, born on July 11, 1915, in Girardot, Colombia,

formerly of Bogota, Colombia, New York City and long-time resident of South
Miami, FL, passed away peacefully in her sleep on April 18, 2010. She was 94.
Beloved mother, grandmother, great grandmother, godparent and friend, she

found great pride and joy in her family and her life in the Lord. We mourn
her loss, but rejoice in her long life and the many memories we shared with

our family’s matriarch. She may be departed from this earth, but she is
forever at home with our Savior.
She is survived by her loving children: Luis Rincon Sr (spouse, Carmen),

Liz Tabak (spouse, Bill), and Doris Neira Miska; adoring grandchildren: Luis
Jr (spouse, Marilyn), Jorge (spouse, Lillian), Lorraine (spouse, Bill),
Mark (spouse, Nina), Cynthia (spouse, Ricky), Gabriel, Carmen, and 13

cherished great grandchildren: Lizbeth, Linette, Kirsten, Kevin, Deborah, Mathew,
Chantelle, Sabrina, Kayla, Joseph, Robert, Katie, Nicole.

Preceding her in death were her sister, Chava, and brothers, Ignacio and
Gustavo.
Visitation is at the Van Orsdel Family Funeral Chapel on Kendall Drive on

April 23, 6 p.m. to 12 a.m. The burial service will be at Woodlawn Park
South Cemetery on April 24, 10 a.m. In lieu of flowers please donate to

WorldVision.org.-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------

Eulogy:
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There are special people who come into your life. People you are truly blessed to have as part of
your life.

For me, Abuela was certainly that person.
Abuela was many things to me over the 43 years of my life. As a young boy, she was just a

grandmother to me, just my abuela. I just thought everyone had an abuela. She showed me the
unconditional love and kindness and tenderness that a grandmother shows her grandchild. I
always knew that she loved me. Until the day she died, I always knew, for sure, that she loved me,

and that she deeply cared about me. And I know that she deeply cared about, and loved all of her
family.

As I got older, I was the one who changed, not her. I became a teenager and young adult, probably
a little less appreciative of her love, maybe less appreciative of her in general, I probably took her
for granted. Yet she consistently stayed the course, stayed as strong and loving towards me, just as

she always had. Always happy to hear from me. Always curious about my life. Always asking me if
I read the Bible yet. Always reminding me to make Jesus an important part of my day. Always
inspecting my heart and my soul. Even if at times that seemed a little uncomfortable. She was

very consistent, and very persistent. That was just Abuela.
It wasn’t until my adult life that I truly began to appreciate what a special person Abuela was.

Although we lived miles apart for many years, I feel that Abuela and I always shared a personal
bond. During these adult years, as I matured, we became closer. I shared special moments with
Abuela. As I established my career, I learned that she worked for American Express like I did,

when she first went to New York. Then we shared the special moments of me “finally” becoming a
husband, then becoming a Father. We developed a deeper relationship during these years. I would

truly call it a friendship. We spent many hours on the phone together, talking about careers,
family, kids, Atlanta, etc. And I learned a lot about her. I asked her many questions about her
childhood days, her family and her life. She would answer these questions. She was proud of all of

her family. And what I learned about her truly impressed me: it was during this time together that
I realized how much impact Abuela truly had on who I am today.

As everyone knows, Abuela was a very strong woman. She had a tough childhood and tough
teenage years, into her adult life. Yet she didn’t need, or want an ounce of pity from any one. She
didn’t “need” anyone. She was responsible for her own life, her own decisions. And I’m not talking

simple decisions. I’m talking difficult, thoughtful decisions. Life changing decisions. She didn’t
depend on anyone. And she didn’t expect to depend on anyone. That was not in her DNA. You

have to remember that this was not a common mindset back in her day. Abuela was truly a
pioneer.
Abuela had everything in life that she “needed”. And she lived exactly how she wanted to live. She

had her home. She had her Faith, her relationship with God. She had her friends. She was truly a
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beautiful lady. She carried herself with class. She was charming. She could charm a stranger in a
minute. She always dressed for success, from head to toe, from her stylish crocheted hats all the

way to her shoes. She always looked great. She was careful what she put on her body, or in her
body. Her skin was literally in better condition than mine is today. I learned things about her: like

that she never in her life ate food from a can. She wasn’t going to put “preservatives” into her
body, no way. She cooked her own food, fresh, from scratch. She had self-respect. She had self
discipline. She had pride.

And she had her routines. From her walks to the corner stores, to her daily workouts on her
treadmill. To her door-to-door and face-to-face ministering. She did what she wanted to do, when

she wanted to do it, and that was that. And you didn’t want to mess with that. She was very
independent. You did not want to get in her way.
What also impressed me was that truly and sincerely, Abuela did not get caught up in

materialism. Abuela is a true example of someone who sincerely avoided the temptations of
desire and materialism. And Oh don’t be naïve. Abuela was no dummy. In fact, she was smart,
very smart. She might have been smarter than most, if not all of us, in our family. Or if we think

we are smart, then be thankful to Abuela, because we definitely got a bunch of those genes from
her. NO, she was not conventional. But she was certainly wise beyond her time. She could have

easily gone out into this crazy world and achieved as much financial success as she could have
wanted; IF that was what she wanted to direct her attention and energy to. But that was not
Abuela. That was not who Abuela was. She was never impressed by ones material possessions or

accomplishments. She was impressed by your heart. She was impressed by your soul. And she
cared about your soul. She didn’t care if you were rich or poor, but she cared about your soul. And

her advice to you, whether you wanted to hear it or not, was always a little nudge, a
recommendation to cater to your own soul. To have Faith. To believe in yourself. To believe in
God. To read the Bible. To say your prayers. To stay grounded. To put family first. To give to

others. Not necessarily money, but to give your time, your advice, your love. To witness to people.
To offer your hand to help others. This was Abuela. This is what impressed Abuela. And Abuela

was not shy about it.
During one of our last trips to Miami, Nina and I went to Bayside with Abuela and Aunt Carmen
and Uncle Luis. I’ll never forget the time that we were all outside when it suddenly began to rain

heavily. That’s what it does in Miami. So Abuela got up without telling any of us, found the first
door and walked right into the busy kitchen of a waterside restaurant to seek shelter. It was a very

small space, but there stood Abuela, right in the middle of the kitchen, right at dinner time. The
head cook said “ma’am, I’m going to have to ask you to leave”. She tilted her head and looked him
directly in the eye and firmly said “No… I’m not going anywhere.” “Well I’m going to have to call

security ma’am”, he said. Abuela crossed her arms, looked at him again and said “OK, you go do

Obituary Rosa Ana Guarin
JUL  11, 19 15  -  APR  18 , 2 0 10

PAGE 5 OF 10



that…” That cook had no idea who he was up against. Abuela was a rock. She wasn’t intimidated by
ANY body. She didn’t budge. And she’s been a rock like that for as long as I’ve known her.

Abuela was a rock at the core of our family. She might have been THE rock at the core of our
family. She was a leader. She defined integrity. She was a wonderful mother. She was a wonderful

grandmother. She was a wonderful great-grandmother. Perfect she was not; none of us are. But
her intentions were pure. And she was fun, and she was funny, and witty! She’d put you in your
place in a minute. And in an era where people search a lifetime for “success”, Abuela achieved

success in her life. She hand-built a successful life. She hand-built a successful family. And she
kept herself healthy enough, through unfaltering discipline, to get to experience it, and witness

the product of her own work through four generations, through 94 years of life. I’d certainly call
that achieving success.
In closing:

Over the years, we’ve gathered our family around Abuela. We’ve gathered events around Abuela.
We are here because of Abuela. I don’t know what the impact is going to be to our family as a
result of her passing. I guess we’ll find out over time but my hope and wish is that we continue to

honor Abuela in our actions and in spirit. That we keep her in our thoughts. That we pray for her.
That’s what she would want from us. And when things are tough in our lives, let’s think about how

strong Abuela had to be throughout her life. Ask yourself, “what would Abuela do?” You just might
find the answer you’re looking for.
Let’s make a commitment to keep our values as a family and continue to gather as a family. Let’s

stay in touch more, versus less, over the years. Let’s get together, when possible, to celebrate the
life events that we have ahead of us with each other and with our children, our family. Let’s help

our spouses get to know each other, and let’s help our children get to know each other, as THEY
are the next generation of Abuela’s legacy.
I think this is how we honor Abuela. I think this is what Abuela would want for us as she observes

our lives from heaven above.
Abuela, thank you so much for being such an important part of all of our lives. We thank you for

all of your prayers. And we thank you for all of your unconditional love. We are all going to miss
you very, very much.
May God bless your soul. And may you rest in peace in Heaven. We love you very much. God

bless you.
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Service

Graveside Service
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Saturday, April 24, 2010

10:00 AM ET
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Van Orsdel Funeral & Cremation Services shared a Tribute Video.

April 17 at 8:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Con mis sinceras condolencias por el fallecimiento de nuestra querida amiga Rosa Ana, mujer

admirable y ejemplar; desde muchos años atras cercana a mi familia especialmente a mis

queridos padres Merceditas de Caro y esposo Juan E. Caro, amigos desde siempre.Para Luisito,

Litz y Dorita todo mi afecto en estas horas de dolor extensivos a toda la familia.##imported-

begin##Myriam Caro González##imported-end##

August 5 at 2:41 PM

Anonymous posted:

Nosotros , la familia Forero-Torrado, entendemos la gran perdida y acompañamos a toda la

familia Rincon-Guarin en tan dificiles momentos.Rossana: descanse en paz.##imported-

begin##Sergio Forero , Sra. y familia##imported-end##

July 26 at 12:51 PM

Anonymous posted:

Our wishes for a restful sleep. Our condolences to the family and especially to my good friend

Dorita. Your Mom will be remembered fondly.Margie & Family##imported-begin##margaret j

perez##imported-end##

April 21 at 9:22 PM
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Van Orsdel Funeral & Cremation Services shared a Tribute Video. April 17 at 8:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Rosa Ana by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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